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‘but conveniently justify inaction

HEY Malaysia, Em rmnm may be
EmmHSm but as you take a deep

breath in relief, think again, for this

is only a momentary relief.

The first three quarters of 2019
have seen the country’s natural
environment endure numerous
assaults ranging from the pollution
of Sungai Kim Kim and persistent

Ew&nm pollution to the recent haze.

This is on top of the continually

ongoing assault on our wildlife, for- :
ests and ecosystems. :

- The theme for this year’s
National Day was “Love our ;
Malaysia, A Clean Malaysia”. The’
Malaysia I love is not only blessed
with cultural diversity but also bio-

~ logical diversity; and I dare say that

the latter has helped to mwm%m our
culture.and identity.

It seems, however, our H_mEH&
realm may soon have nothing more
to give as she continues to be at war
with polluters, poachers, and plun- -
derers. If we truly loved Malaysia,
would this be the case?

How concerned and aware are
Malaysians of the state of our envi-
ronment? Yes, it is easy to wogn.m... :
finger and say the government is

' not doing enough or that businesses

need to think beyond profits, but as
citizens of Malaysia do we H.mmbw

| care?

How many of us think we care

because of a lack of access to infor-
mation, a lack of EBEEmﬂmmm in

justice in environmental issues?
If we truly care, should we not -

call for environmental

and consciousness. The

The very first; uﬁﬂﬂﬁm a belief

. in God, and the fiff wdbnﬁm. on
decision-making, a lack of access to

Eoume mHE

democracy, for a right ~ other three principles,
- toa clean and healthy loyalty to king and
environment? -country, the
In conjunction with supremacy of the
- the recent national lifestyle@thestar.com.my Constitution, and
‘and Malaysia day cele- 5 the rule of law
. brations, perhaps it is undoubtedly support
gm@ to cast a new light the notion that our natu-
over the Rukun Negara and see ral environment is part of national
their relevance in our aspiration to  sovereignty and, hence, the letter of
- achieve sustainable development the law ought to be complied with
- withits corollary of living harmoni- and enforced. And yet, we continue
- ously with nature. - to hear of the illegal taking of wild-

~ life on land and at sea, of illegal
- dumping of pollutants in our rivers.

wmuﬁmﬁm we need more. More

- access to information, more access
ce © to environmental justice, and more

\._._._m _._m_# 8 m mm: mzn_ :mm_ﬁ:< m:<=.o:3m3

form of environmental Emwa in

their national noumnEﬂoum orin-

- their national laws.

On Sept 26, our E._E.m Minister :

~ addressed global leaders ata -

Sustainable Development Goals side

~=  event at the United Nations General

Assembly and while he addressed

- Issues on H.Eda and ngaovambr

a key environment message can be
discerned, namely that a clean envi-
ronment is important to ensure our
quality of life.

We need to see the Hmnommﬁdow of
the importance of a clean and
healthy environment and its rela-

" tionship to our quality of life be
~translated into-an explicit rightin

=== 1 the Federal Constitution. This is the

opportunities for public u&__..nmw? %

tion. Perhaps we need a stronger
L WM@E and the Fisheries Act.’ g
; an Malaysians take'a collective:

Constitutional provision on
environmental rights.
The then Honourable Chief
Justice of Malaysia, Tun Arifin
Zakaria, stated in 2017 that the right
to a clean and healthy environment
should ideally be added to the liber-
ties that Malaysians are expressly
guaranteed by the Federal
Constitution. He added that a

_ healthy and ecolagically sound

environment would preserve the
integrity of ecosystems and ecologi-

cal fumctions for present ﬂﬁwﬁﬁm :

generations.
About 90 countries as % NEN
have explicitly provided for some

best time to do it, as this year, at

- least four major pieces of national

legislation related to the environ-

ment are being reviewed, namely -
the Environmental Quality Act, the
Wildlife Conservation Act, the 4

stand and seize the opportunity to

- call for the inclusion of elements

that underpin environmental
democracy such as me%mumsg
access to information and EmmE:m
ful public participation?

- Will Malaysians finally, unani-

: mously, call for the right to a n__mmb

and healthy environment to
become a fundamental right?

For the love of a clean _Samﬁnm I
truly wowm s0.
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