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‘Step up Lenggong Valley protection’

O_,oc_om call for _umﬁm_\ BmsmmmBmzﬁ or :m_A _Om_:m Soq_a._:mr,_ﬁmmm mﬁmEm

_ | By m_._>_._z_ RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: The deteriora-
tion of the Lenggong Valley archae-

lighted during the
Reporting exercise, one of the core
conservation monitoring mecha-
‘ nisms of the World Heritage
- Convention.

Badan Warisan Malaysia H..mmﬁ.
| president, Elizabeth Cardosa, said

according to Unesco’s  (United

Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organisation) operational
guidelines, the periodic reporting
exercise was to be undertaken by
state parties every six years and
submitted to the SE.E Heritage
Committee.

~“Since its inscription in 2012,
there should have been a periodic
reporting exercise in either 2017 or
2008,

““Ifthe H.mwownnm. took place, what
was the outcome of the exercise and
. were these issues picked up in the
| report?” she said, adding that the

exercise would involve the National
_ Heritage Umﬁmhﬁzma (NHD), the
“ Perak state government, as well as

ological site in Hulu Perak should -
have been recognised and high-
Periodic -

_wm_n _.:m_zﬁm:m:nm A a__m_uam»ma m:m_ﬁmq and _Roq:_mzo:m_ point at one

of the caves in _.mzmmozm Valley.

an expert ﬁmwm_.

“Yes, there are EEmEnnobm_
issues, but the federal and state par-
ties must come to the table and
work on these collectively.

“When the site was submitted for

inscription, the NHD, which was

- designated as the responsible agen-
cy for the properties on the Unesco

world heritage list, was obligated to

status as Emw were not Eoﬁmﬂq.

‘..._, - maintained.

(Icomos) Malaysia said all
#  involved must step up and ta
. lead to preserve its significance.

 Meanwhile,” aﬁ Eﬁmgm
Coancil on Monuments an

In a posting on ﬁhimwm_nm._mncaom
stated that well-designed public

facilities and interpretive 83_
Wi n f ﬁmﬁ greater appr

oﬁmﬂmgﬁm :E%ﬁm@ﬁ?mm :
“This in fact prompted the

‘Malaysian Institute of Architects

(PAM) and NHD to owmmEmm an

¢#5  architecture idea competition for a

% accept the responsibility for ensur-

ing that the outstanding universal

. values that the site is inscribed for

are maintained, enhanced and sup-
ported by the state and Federal
Government,

The Star reported on Saturday
that the archaeological sites of

- Lenggong Valley could be in danger
of Emﬁm its Unesco World mmwnmmm.

' ideas were ﬁsﬁﬂsmﬁma

visitor centre in Lenggong Valley in
2013, though none of the wi

“Visit Malaysia 2020 should draw
much international Eﬁﬁmmﬁ to
Lenggong Valley. -

“However, the neglect of mwnﬂmm.
ological sites within the valley, as
reported in The Star, is regretted.

“Broken roofs, overgrown vegeta--

tion and run-down infras icture
impress upon us that its age-
ment lacks adequate funding need-

ed to upkeép and sustain the site in’

a consistent Hm.—wH_H_.mn.. Icomos said.

It added that if adequate funding

e Lenggong

‘was indeed provided mow the situa-

tion then most likely stemmed from
poor management and weak coor-
&bmﬂob of its long-term plans.
“It has ‘been seven years since
SEnW,m listing.
mw.ﬁ:m&cwwm for HsEmSmﬂmﬂoh
have been spelled out in its

~ Conservation Management Plan

and other documents, all according
to Unesco ﬁmbnﬁmm%zn guidelines.
“What-would it take to accom-

- E_mw this? Take the Toba Ash site at

Bukit Sapi as an example — only a
small portion is preserved, and a
school has been built right next to it.

 “The reality is that the archaeo-
logical sites are deteriorating and
immediate action must be taken to
rectify all problems, including the
issue of jurisdiction and govern-
ance of the heritage sites in the val-
ley,” it said.

Icomos urged relevant parties
from both the federal and state gov-
ernments to provide equal priority
to funding as it affected mainte-
nance, infrastructure, promotion
and ummmmwnw as a whole. :

It added that in the meantime, an
interim management plan based on
currently available mﬁ.am could be
conceived.



